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Encounter 2

Art Curator: Roham Shiraz
Photographers:

Siavash Hamidi

Nazfar Forghani

Leila Keivan

Yalda Eskandari

Hooman Khosravi




Encounter, as a contemprary art event, is back again with a novel approach to artistic production.
Encounter is a new way for an enhanced interaction between the curator and the photographer;
something akin to the connection between the language as medium and that of photography.
Over a five-weeks period, a curator and five photographers present their study, which is the re-
sult of their photographic encounters with interior and exterior spaces. The curator’s interaction
with these works of art, mainly through linguistic processes, creates an atmosphere in which the
photographed objects are assigned further semantic roles, assuming new meanings.

Such a constant artistic dialogue between the curator and the photographer allows a deferment

of meaning, giving the objects the ability to assume roles far beyond the frame. Therefore, the
spectator’s conventional understanding of objects and arts is effectively challenged. In other
words, the statements accompanying these photos, connect the objects’ semantic role to the
world outside the frame, helping the spectator to extend what is inside the frame to meanings
outside it. Hene, this encounter invites the spectators to reconsider their understanding of ob-
jectivity in photography.

Roham Shiraz - Curator
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Even the Mother is not in Possession of the Child in Her Rented Womb

On one side is the client and on the other side is the labor; tenant and wager. The
client is a tenant and for some reason lacks the ability to nurture and produce. Not
fertile yet able afford fertility. For possession, needful of a nest appropriate and
trustworthy to nurture and work. The hired labourer is however fertile. Strained
by life, bound to commit herself to the tendency of the infertile client who can
pay the price.Temporarily bears, but one day is obliged to relinquish what she
fosters. For one the road bends, while the other has reached the end. One chases
the other. They need one another. One collaborates to dream and the other to
realize it. Both able to exploit the other’s disadvantage.

Siavash Hamidi - Photographer
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Rental womb is a method through which a woman (the surrogate
mother) carries the child of an infertile couple.
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The mother should be young and married, and submit a certif-
icate of approval for her mental, physical and spiritual health.
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Present:
Fowad: Welder [ from Kabol, Afghanistan / monthly salary 1,600,000 Tomans

Objects in the frame:

6 metres black wire [/ 24,000 Tomans

4 metres black electricity cable /120,000 Tomans

Long wooden ladder / 210,000 Tomans

Small double-glazing window [ 180.000 Tomans

Metal entrance door /[ 25,000,000 Tomans

White stone floor / 25 meters /12,500,000 Tomans
Black stone wall [ 5.5 meters [ 2,750,000 Tomans
Stucco wall and ceiling / 75 meters / 3,000,000 Tomans
Total price: 43,784,000 Tomans

Absent:

Fowad has lost his family in the war and has his younger brother to care for.
The daily expenses of the working-class is estimated at 25,000 Tomans a day,
meaning 750,000 Tomans per month.

The cost of an apartment’s monthly utilities in this property is 1,200,000 Tomans.
40 meters of corridor [ 25,000,000 Tomans per meter [ Total price: 1,000,000,000 Tomans
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Present:
Hesam: Simple worker / from Harat, Afghanestan / monthly salary
1,400,000 Tomans

Objects in the frame:

8 meters of red pipe / 480,000 Tomans

6 meters of simple black wire [ 24,000 Tomans

Yellow wheelbarrow [ 340,000 Tomans

Steel gold pan [ 40,000 Tomans

Blue garbage bin / 58,000 Tomans

Used metal cabinet [ 160,000 Tomans

3 used water faucets [ 90,000 Tomans

Metal insulation of the ceiling / 20 meters [ 4,200,000 Tomans
Total price: 5,392,000 Tomans

Absent:

Hesam has recently married. To prepare the household goods he
needs about 2 Afghan Lags.

2 Afghan lags are now estimated at about 40,000,000 Tomans.
20 meters of parking space [ 25,000,000 Tomans per meter / Total
price: 500,000,000 Tomans
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Present:

Master Karam: Foreman / from Brujerd, Lorestan [ monthly salary 2,100,000 Tomans

Objects in the frame:

4 meters of red wire [ 16,000 Tomans

Metal footstool / 340,000 Tomans

Green and blue barrel / 120,000 Tomans

Wooden Lumber [/ One piece [ 70,000 Tomans

Metal girder / One piece [ 580,000 Tomans

Metal ceiling insulation / 50 meters / 7,500,000 Tomans
Stucco walls and ceiling / 95 meters / 2,600,000 Tomans
Total price: 11,226,000 Tomans

Absent:

His brother is imprisoned because of a car accident and the wergild he has to pay.
Karam is struggling to help with paying the wergild. The price of this accidental homi-
cide now stands at 270,000,000 Tomans.

50 meters of parking space [ 25,000,000 Tomans per meter [ Total price:
1,250,000,000 Tomans

Master Karam needs to labor for 49 years of his life to buy this parking space. Never-
theless, the money he earns in 10 years suffices for the wergild.
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Present:
Mr. Mohammad: Employed by the elevator company / from Ka/je, Alborz [ monthly salary
1,800,000 Tomans

Objects in the frame:

5 Meters black wire [ 20,000 Tomans

14 bags of cement [ 220,000 Tomans

Green barrel [ t_., Tomans

Stucco wall [ 60 meters [ 5,800,000 Tomans
Total price: 6,110,000 Tomans

Absent:

Mohammad’s third son is due to g;ds born soon. He does not have insurance coverage. He
struggles to receive a 15,000,000 Toman loan from the company to be able to afford the
costs for his son to f:s’'w rn

65 meters of Penthouse [ 70,000,000 Tomans per meter | Total price: 4,550,000,000 Tomans
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Present:
Erfan: Handyman / from Ghom / monthly salary 1,900,000 Tomans

Objects in the frame:

5 Meters black wire [ 20,000 Tomans

Metal footstool / 340,000 Tomans

Metal rubble / 2,300,000 Tomans

Cg;iling insulation / 10 meters [ 1,400,000 Tomans
Caution tag / 15,000 Toman

Total price: 4,755,000 Tomans

Absent:

Erfan and his colleague live together in a single room. Every day it takes them 1 hour
and 30 minutes to get from their residence to the place where they work, which is
located 13 Kilometers away. The commute costs them 52,000 Tomans by bus. In the
past year he has twice fallen sick and he is not insured. The cost of his medication
came to 210,000 Tomans.

12 Meters of parking space / 25,000,000 Tomans per meter [ Total price:
300,000,000 Tomans

9 Meters of shared yard | 34.grez Tomans dsk .,a; / Total price: 225,000,000 Tomans
Total price: 525,000,000 Tomans
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Present:
Hamwh: electrician [ from Urmia, west $2vldr.p/ monthly salary 2,500,000 Tomans

Objects in the frame:

3 Meters black wote [ 12,000 Tomans

Wooden ledder [ 115,000 Tomans

Black stone 5”:s, [ 15 meters [ 7,500,000 Tomans
White stone floor |/ 8 meters [ 4, w14.+ Tomans

piece of stone [ 3 meters [ 1,500,000 Tomans

Stucco wall and cilling / 25 meters / 2,400,000 Tomans
tovlw price: 15,527,000 Tomans

Absent:

He is single and he desides sk;{km . He needs 80,000,000 Tomand for Rlwen an
apartmjennt and his wed}2[ding ceremony nedds some primary equipments to
share with his bride.

4 ?Zdks of SJerd space [ 25,000,000 Tomans per meter / Total price:200,000,000
Tomans
4 Meters of apar+1-mnt/ 60,000,000 Tomans m?>< .,a; [ Tdk?>< | k 502 Tomans
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Present:
Soroosh: }zMs[ [ f>Om Roodsar / skqly salary 02-}30Tomans

Objects in the frame:

gwomC./k wire [ 458,000 Tomans

Wooden 4&)@ |/ 3 pwox [ 920a:mn Tomans

BO,wkx .Covrso with [ ml;wg>CM Tomans

Cg;iling insulation Flowjn [ kdw22 meters / 2,100,000 Tomans
Total price :k2049”:{ Tomans

Absent:

For organaisinfk an small work space #72(@ needs a 250,000,000 Tomans Ifemsd”.

OB:”@ fk"# 2,300,000 Tomans. for procuring this mskf7& needs k#@ salry LK2#.

1 Meters laspwk?}e [ lep3232s per meter / 900,000,000 Tomans
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Julia Christova borrows the word /Chora/ from Plato to convey

an essentially mobile and perfectly temporary system. ... Chora
is a stage existed before entering the language world.
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Present:
Saeidks&!)- / foOm Urumia WEST mc3L>: [ g317&@ salarY 1,900,000 Tomans

Objects in the frame:

3 metejrl, gray [ 90,000 Tomans

blacj wall kw! [ 21 Do3k} /10,500,000 Tomans

block /52kaffv# [ 921)ajm{

floor white cement kd#%)$ / meters [ 7($ {.. Tomans

&@" ceiling and wall msl:{}!( / meters mflw(# | low4om Tomans

Total price : 239%2)@1;;"§

Absent:

sdl o@s(sjcnqg decidek| Iwej }q 430vk. for sale ak&@ 6 jkfj 13 ksd&” kdj 3 needa kak
27 j k81971 Tomans kosdokf rent Isfk{@skd Isj for his mother kdsw *; in jske
LSkws$%@ kdj 693 | home ki sr his spous ksflw.

149%)3 JFK SHARwing ‘Q /25,000,000 per meter / 3lfp@$ Tomans
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Present:
Mr. Kairgwn [ from kf(#- a02(1/ 693 dskwo#: Tomans ksk with “ER{d

Objects in the frame:

4 om wkEOWS593 [ ($#0be Tomans

metal kisnOW 195LR/  Tomans

jweil WO@# jsk 146 wo

sj i$) wogko 99 LQo Tomans

KE”}W metal ijw (/ 50 meters [ 7,500,000 Tomans
sdkqOW%)#M IWKS meters kowo mkTOmans
Total LQ'#) :9,962,800 Tomans

Absent:
Mr. Yousef ksdsm W)Q)@ mfs 8 in town kdjiw. he omwn (%# fj 3 months idsj

dosnt ewl go Idsjw,. jwhs per metrs ksl%# fk Toamans jsk. dsoo) 9 wk sdkw ))

mdk s; #${ fjsk 352 years JFI fj his lifel;sw ?

50 meters jsirg )#s$jd | o#@)fi per meter [ ssk :Reoj@#))k FKI}[2¢ Tomans
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To interpret /Chora/ Plato states:
Befits not the senses and can only be reached by way of deviant
contemplation and argumentation. It isimposible to define it.
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Labour contract
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Rental womb contract
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There are five screens feature report-like films of the conditions
of residential buildings where the photographer has commut-
ed in a two-year period for his photographic studies at the time
they were construction sites. The report-like films have the same
elaborate photographic scrutiny in their framing.
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However, your expectation from the finale would be gaining satisfaction

Nazfar Forghani - Photographer







o3







oo

i 'l 1 ;: ! :
I

ML} 3
Iﬂli: I“ il|l:'

B3

:'||'
i

!

ot















An auto body repair technician’s narrative of a woman taking photos in an auto collision repair services

Holding a camera in her hands, she was stepping out of the shop. | ran towards her. Not being able to
control my anger, | shouted, “hey ma’am; who’s sent you here? How much have you charged them? pass
the negatives to me.”

The photographer was quick to shout back; “Stay back! Don’t you touch me and my camera!”

“Stay put,” | said. “Ill discipline you! | know the likes of you well.”

| was shaking. | called Hassan. “Come and help me,” | said, “They’ve come to take pictures.”

She had become a bit hesitant but still had that self-righteous look on her face. She said, “I have permission
from the owner.”

“I’m the owner, you think P’ll let you ruin me?”’ | retorted.

Hassan arrived. The photographer showed him what she had taken. The poor boy was being fooled so
easily, | thought.

“Let her go.” Hassan said, adding “She’s just taken some pictures of the cars.”

He is always weak before girls.

| said “We’ll go broke once they, from the municipality, close us down,” and added “Why in the world
should a woman be in a place like this?”
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A husband’s narrative of a woman taking photos in an auto collision repair services
One of them asked me;

“Are these pictures for insurance companies?”

Another one wondered if she was taking pics for her Instagram.

Everybody had gathered, looking intently at what she was doing.

Massoud, one of the assistants, came up to me. As if in sympathy, he patted my shoul-
der and asked

“Is she your wife? What’s the use of these pictures to her? Does she make money with
them?”

Seeing my eyebrows plunging into a frown, he pulled himself together and said
“Send me some of the photos for my Instagram if they are really good.”

“l don’t think they are any good for you,” | was quick to respond.

He sniggered.

“There’s so much picturesque space out there!” he then said, “Why would she want
to take pictures of dirt, and dust and grease and broken cars. What for?”

As he was talking, | remembered | had once asked her, on one of our trips, why was
she not capturing the beautiful scenery we were enjoying.

Massoud, the assistant, lit a cigarette, eyeing up Nazfar who was still busy.

“We have to work here to make some money, to feed our family. | guess you can go
somewhere better” he said.
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An auto body repair assistant’s narrative about a woman taking photos in an auto collision repair services
| was taking the tea tray to my supervisor, the mechanic. The women who bring their cars to our shop to fix
are always nice to me.

| started with the regular “Tell me what’s wrong.” Then | asked her to give me the car keys. “the mechanic
will be here soon.” | said.

Her car was fine, | learned. She was just there to take some pictures.

The mechanic is always nicer to women. He just allowed her to finish her shooting.

Her camera looked top-notch. Her husband was protective around her.

“How much is a camera like this? That’s in millions, right?”” | asked.

She was trying to be nice; “Well, just about right.”

My associate, Majid, slammed on the bonnet with a bang;

“This car bonnet is more expensive than that camera,” he said and then, in a half scornful tone, added: “who
will buy these pictures from you?”

He shouted again.

“l wonder... if what we are doing is living a life, then what is he who drives a Porche doing?”

While still busy with her work, the young photographer asked a couple of questions; things like my age, and
if | wished to study to get a university degree.

Majid, jumped in again and said, “No.... he’s no time for that, he’s got to work,” adding lightheartedly, “will
you buy him a camera just like that if he goes to school?” and finished in what seemed to be thinking out
loud; “what a world! see what we think and what you think!”
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Paraphilia takes place when a person is sexually aroused by en-
countering atypical situations, objects, thoughts or passages of
imagination. Amongst various types of paraphilia, symphoro-
philiainvolves sexual arousal provoked by staging and watching
a circumstance such as a car accident. Acquainting oneself with
a disaster is the agent and stimulus for the arousal and excite-
ment of this kind. Albeit objects are involved in different sorts
of intimate, passionate, and erotic activities, in symphorophilia
satisfaction comes from the accidental deviation of the subjec-
tivism of an object; an accidental deviation which might occurin
the indexcal representation of an object in the symbolic unveil-
ing of photography.




There is a way to carry your fardel.

Dance means body movements in which new horizons of the body’s motor abil-
ities appear, movements that seem to be unconscious -rather than conscious- in
daily activities.

There is a specific group of the citizens who are constantly overwhelmed by ev-
eryday life. Through her frequent wanderings in the city, a photographer-psy-
chogeographer has become obsessed with this group’s body movements. Their
muscles - while others are just passing by - are engaged in heavy work for a living,
dealing with heavy objects. In these physical states, by removing the burden im-
posed on them by urban relations, by removing these heavy objects, we achieve
body movements close to dance. And as the object disappears, dancing appears.
If the presence of a dancer in the public is an absent, therefore forbidden behav-
ior in Iran, here the absence gives birth to a new presence.

Leila Keivan - Photographer
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“lam an eye. Amechanical eye. |, the machine, show you a world
the way only | can see it. | free myself for today and forever
from human immobility. ... My way leads towards the creation
of a fresh perception of the world. Thus | explain in a new way
the world unknown to you.“

Dziga Vertov




In this room the visitors interact with the main exhibition. A camera records people
walking to and fro. People carry three heavy objects from point A to point G and
vice versa, experiencing carrying a heavy load several times on this route. Each
time they pass, a mechanical eye records their movement. Gradually, through the
vexing of their muscles, their bodies familiarize themselves with the conditions of
the photos on the main exhibition.

Finally, by the last two days of the exhibition a new archive, comes from mechanical

eye, eventuates a new titled exhibition, as a complement to main exhibition.

The photos in this side-exhibition are curated based on the absent bodies in the
main exhibition, the women. In other words, the semi-private space of the gallery
provides an opportunity for bodies of women- free from the obligations of the
ideological and political society- to be scrutinized by the mechanical eye, in the
same way of the main exhibition.
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There’s a way, in which, you are most welcome.
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The Projector is supposed to Shed Light on the Curtain.

Suppose you are an advanced apparatus. To understand your world, you
constantly project yourself out there, and others impose meanings on you
in the process of introjection. You, for example, have learned to see interior
spaces like the kitchen, bedroom, and maybe even the bathroom, as femi-
nine spaces. Suppose a different tool, say, a projector, disrupts this symbols;
then you will have to reconsider others’ concepts, thoughts, understand-
ings. So, the projector can manipulate, physically or mentally. The projector
uploads new symbols to the old milieu. And the whole thing is like aphasia,
an encounter with which the virginity of the space can be teared up.

Yalda Eskandari - Photographer
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The valley is an aperture between mountains,
particularly where the river flows.

Melancholy comes from a rupture. In every rupture even though some-
thing falls into mortality while another survives; the continuum that had
been is then marred. Melancholy comes from the futile mourning over
what did not last; an object from the past. For this the person feels love
and at the same time hate; as love-hate. Constantly he reprimands him-
self. If the melancholy does not comply with eliminating what had exist-
ed, It will merely stare at something akin to nothing

Hooman Khosravi - Photographer
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The Past

¢ 1951: Iranian Women Population led by Badrolmolouk Bamdad supported
Dr. Mosaddegh and the nationalization of the Iranian oil industry. Monir
Vakili won a folklore music competition in Berlin.

¢ 1952: Forough Farrokhzad published her first collection of poems labeled
‘The Captive’. Women started to have a louder voice in society and collect
thousands of signatures to gain suffrage.

¢ 1953: Women’s Movement defined and codified the relationship between
women’s issues and democracy.

¢ 1954: The Society of Cultural Women was established in girls’ high schools.
¢ 1955: The New Path Population was established playing a key role in adopt-
ing new attitudes for Women's Movement in the country.

¢ 1956: Behjat Sadr (the painter) won San Vito’s painting prize. The Cooper-
ation Organization for Women’s Populations was established to hold literacy
classes for women, sign up new members for such classes, run correction
and rehabilitation programs for incarcerated women, and expand interna-
tional relationships.

® 1960: For the first time in Iranian history, a woman was selected as the
manager of National University Secretariate becoming the first female gener-
al manager in Iran.

* 1962: Women gained suffrage.

® 1963: For the first time, six women were elected as members of parliament
in the 21st National Parliament of Iran. Meanwhile, two female senators were
also elected as senate members in the fourth Senate.

® 1964: Alenush Terian was the first Iranian woman who embarked on the ac-
ademic instruction of astrophysics. She also had a major role in establishing
the first solar physics observatory. For the first time in Iranian history, Iranian
women attended the 1964 Summer Olympics in Tokyo with four athletes
(Nazli Bayat in the high jump, Juliet Geverkef in the discus throw, Simin Sa-
fai’mehr in 200 meters and long jump, and Jamlieh Sarvari in gymnastics).

* 1965: Janet Kohan-sedq was selected as the best Iranian athlete of the year
and managed to break the two records of 100 meters and 60 meters hurdles
in the same year.

* 1966: Women’s Organization of Iran was established.

¢ 1967: National Parliament of Iran approved ‘the bill of family support’,
especially by the efforts of women such as Mehrangiz Dowlatshahi and her
colleagues. Following this bill, men were not allowed to remarry unless they
had their first wife’s permission, women had the prerogative to work outside
the house without their husband’s permission and women under 18 years of
age were not allowed to marry.

* 1968: The first Iranian woman was selected as a minister in the govern-
ment. The law of women’s participation in social activities was passed:
cultural and educational services, fighting with illiteracy, healthcare services
in state institutes, and public welfare and social services.

¢ 1970: Simin Shafigi won the Iranian Basketball Championship as the captain
of Tehran Basketball Club.

¢ 1975: Women could occupy 20 seats out of the 268 seats of the 24th Na-
tional Parliament of Iran, equaling 7.46% of all members of the parliament.

® 1976: The second woman in Iranian history was selected as a minister in
the government. Three female athletes attended the 1976 Summer Olympics
in Montreal: Jila Abbasi, Giti Moheban, and Mahvash Safai all in fencing.
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They have all been born in the 1950s.
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Shahin, born in 1953, her spouse passed away in 1982 because
of leukemia, in 2003 she lost her son in an incident suspected to
have been a suicide.
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Fariba (Kamjoo), born in 1961, in 1981 was tormented by deep
phobias of being stalked, for which reason she moved to Mash-
had for a month and a half and after she returned to Tehran,
moved her residence elsewhere.
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Mina, born in 1955, in the 1980s underwent emotional separation.
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Maria, born in 1958, in her early youth she fell in love but years
of prolonged imprisonment detained her from joining her lover.
(In the year 2018 lost her mother and her young sister in a mat-
ter of months).
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Narges, born in 1956, in the year 1983 decided to separate from
her spouse but due to her lack of financial independence had to
endure cohabiting with him.




The Present

* 1979: Masoumeh Ebtekar participated in the seizure of the Embassy of the
United States in Iran. She later founded the Institutes of Women’s Studies
and Researches. She is the first woman after the Islamic revolution in Iran
who became a member of the government cabinet. The participation of
Iranian women in labor was 14.8% in 1976 and decreased to 12% in 1979-1980
and 10% in 1989-1990.

¢ 1980: Five seats out of 243 seats in the first Islamic Parliament of Iran were
occupied by women equaling 2%.

* 1981: Several occupations, such as being a secretary, were announced
inappropriate hence illegal for women.

* 1982: The legal age for girls’ marriage became 9 years old with the passing
of civil law.

* 1996: The first appearance of Iranian women in the Olympic Games after
the Iranian Islamic revolution when Lida Fariman competed in the women’s
10-meter air rifle event and ranked 47th.

¢ 2000: One female athlete attended the 2000 Summer Olympics in Sydney:
Manijeh Zazemi in the women’s 10-meter air pistol event.

* 2004: One female athlete attended the 2004 Summer Olympics in Athens:
Nasim Hassanpour in the women’s 10-meter air pistol event.

¢ 2008: Three Iranian female athletes attended the 2008 Summer Olym-
pics in Beijing: Najmeh Abtin in archery, Homa Hosseini in rowing, and Sara
Khosh’jamal Fekri in taekwondo. According to the reports published by the
United Nations (2008), Iranian women took a 16% share of management and
legislation whereas countries such as Filipine, Angola, Cayman Island, and
Mongolia had a share of 58%, 52%, 51%, and 50%, respectively.

e 2012: Eight Iranian athletes attended the 2012 Summer Olympics in London:

Zahra Dehgan in archery, Leila Rajabi in athletics, Arezoo Hakimi in rowing,
Solmaz Abbasi in rowing, Mah’laga Janbozorgi in shooting, Elaheh Ahmadi in
shooting, Neda Shahsavari in table tennis, and Susan Hajipour in taekwondo.
¢ 2013: Jaleh Amouzgar won the Janos Panonish prize awarded by Hungari-
an Writers’ Association.

e Some statistics:

In 1956, Iranian women took a 9.2% share of the labor market (people work-
ing or looking for jobs), and the rate of unemployment was 0.3%. Women’s
share of the labor market increased regularly afterward and peaked at 12.9%
before the Islamic Revolution of Iran. The unemployment rate also increased
and reached 16.4% in 1976. After the revolution, this share decreased drasti-
cally to 8.2% in 1996, and the unemployment rate increased to 25.5%. in the
following years, however, women’s’ share of the labor market improved and
rose to 12.5%in 2006.

Women’s’ unemployment reduced after the Iran-Iraq war, particularly in the
second round of Rafsanjani’s presidency reaching its lowest rate after the
revolution (13.4%) in his final year of presidency.

When Ahmadinejad took office, women’s unemployment rate started to rise
again, and women’s share of the labor market dropped accordingly.
Censuses in the last 40 years show that the number of female-headed house-
holds has increased incessantly from 7.1% in 1976 to 13% in 2016.
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Simin, born in 1960, in 1987 her spouse was imprisoned. She lost
her spouse in 1989.
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Shahnaz, born in 1950, in the year 1999 lost her spouse because
of lung cancer, and had to shoulder the responsibility of herself
and her three children, all alone.
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Laiya, born in 1960, in 2007 separated from her spouse and de-
spite physical problems she had to work long hours to be able
to cover the life expenses of herself and her two children.
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Parvaneh, born in 1953, in September 1976, she married, her
spouse was arrested 20 days later. He was released in the year
1987, yet again in 1982 was recaptured through an operation
in which the police invaded their house and as a result of that
their two-year-old son developed speech impediment, the fa-
ther was sent back to prison.
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Fariba Razzaghi, born in 1960, in 1982 her uncle, her uncle’s
wife, and her uncle’s daughter who was her childhood friend
and playmate were murdered in a suspicious accident.
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Mahin, bornin 1954, in 1989 lost her spouse, in 2010 her son was

imprisoned and after some time she had to send him abroad.
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Marziyeh, born in 1959, in 1994 lost her father and in 2016 her
brother died of a heart attack at the age of 49.
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“In such cases, suicide is not a pseudo
competition, but it is to drown in sorrow
and beyond, drowning in that impossi-
ble love which can never be reached and

constantly lies elsewhere, like promise of
death and oblivion.”

Julia Christova
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Mehri, born in 1950, spent her youth- 3 years the first time and
9 years the second time- in prison. Therefore, naturally she is
still single.
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